Improved System: ECatalog+W. Tutorial, David Portabella Clotet, June 2006


Improved System: ECatalog+W. Tutorial 

Through this tutorial, you are going to learn to use the improved system called “ECatalog+W”.
You can see that below each criterion there are 5 stars drawn. Do not look at them for the moment.
· Set the criterion: rent <= 400 CHF
At the top of the screen is written that there are 12 apartments matching the criteria.

The window on the top right is now called “Ranked Items” instead of “Matching items”.

That’s it: All the apartments (the 186 present in the database) are shown in this window,

ranked accordingly to your criteria,
including the apartments that do not fully match your criteria
(Those apartments that do not match you criteria are highlighted in a purple background color).

You can also see that the apartments are ranked by the price.
That’s it: as you set a criterion about the price, the system thinks that the price is important for you and so the apartments are ranked by the price.

· Click on the “Reset” button of the “Criteria Selection” window
· Set the criterion: Nbr of Rooms >= 2 rooms
Now the apartments are ranked by the number of rooms. The ones with 4 rooms are on the top, while the ones with 1 room are on the bottom (move the scroll bar to see them). The ones with 1 room are highlighted with a purple background color meaning that they do not match your criteria.
· Now Add the criterion to: rent <= 400 CHF

At the top of the screen is written that there are no apartments matching the criteria.

Nonetheless, all the apartments are shown ranked in the “Ranked Items” window.
You can see that the first 9 apartments match the criteria about the number of rooms, but do not match the criteria about the price.
Setting the importance of a criterion

Let’s say that you want to explain to the system that the price is more important than the number of rooms. How to do this?
In the “Selection Criteria” window, below the “rent” criterion, there are five stars. The first three are in yellow. This means that the importance of this criterion is 3 out of 5.

· Click at the star number five
You see? Now the five starts are in yellow. This means that you have set the importance of this criterion 5 out of 5, i.e. the maximum.
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You can see in the “Ranked Items” window that now the apartments at the top match the criterion about the price.
By default, the importance of the criterion is 3 out of 5.
· Change the importance of the criterion “Nbr of Rooms” to 1 out of 5, i.e. the minimum.

Now there are more apartments at the top matching the criterion about the price.

Note: In this system you cannot sort the list of items by clicking on a column.


Summarizing

Setting the importance of a criterion to “5 out 5” means that that criterion is very important.

Setting the importance of a criterion to “1 out 5” means that that criterion is important, but not very much.

Try yourself

· Click the “Reset” button on the Selection Criteria window
· Click the “Reset” button on the “Considered Items” window
· Look for your best apartment in this database.

When you have found your best apartment from the database:

· click on it (either in the “Matching Items” window or in the “Considered Items” window)

· and then, click on the button “Select item. End Task” at the bottom right.

End of Tutorial

This tutorial has finished.

Please continue with the instructions on the screen.
Importance of Nbr of rooms >= 2 rooms:


3 out of 5 (somehow important)





Importance of rent <= 400 CHF:


5 out of 5 (very important)
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