Baseline System: ECatalog. Tutorial, David Portabella Clotet, June 2006


Baseline System: ECatalog. Tutorial 

Through this tutorial, you are going to learn to use the baseline system, called “ECatalog”.

Here you have a screenshot of the user interface.
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There are four main windows:

· On the left there is the Selection Criteria window.
You can specify several criterions to filter out items that you are not interested in.

· On the top right there is the Matching Items window.
Here you see the items that match your criteria

· On the bottom right there is the Considered Items window.
Here you can put the items that you are considering. It allows you to compare items.

· At the bottom there is a window that it is not used at all in this system.

This database contains 186 apartments to rent taken from a database of UNIL.
Please follow this tutorial to learn to use the Advanced Catalog System.

You see at the top that there are 186 apartments.
Adding a criterion

We re going to ask for apartments with 3 rooms or more.

· In the Selection criteria window, look for the attribute “Nbr of rooms” (it is the second one on the top). It specifies the number of rooms.
· Click on the combo box, where “1 rooms” is written. It appears a roll list of all the distinct values available in the database.
· Select “3 rooms” in this roll list.
Look at the top. It says that there are only 13 apartments matching your criteria (out of the 186 apartments in the database).

You can see them in the Matching Items window. All the apartments that do not match your criteria are filtered out (they are not shown in this window).

They are shown in no particular order. You can sort this list by clicking on a column.

· For instance, in the Matching Items window click on the column header “rent” (at the top).
The apartments are sorted, from 923 CHF at the top, to 2110 CHF at the bottom. (that is, the minimum price for an apartment of at least 3 rooms is 923 CHF).
· Click again on the column header “rent”.

They apartments are sorted backwards, from 2110 CHF at the top, to 923 CHF at the bottom.

· Click again on the column header “rent”.

The apartments are not sorted in any way.

You can only sort by one column at a time.

Criterion Type box
Look at the combo box at the left of “3 rooms”. There is a “>=” symbol. This means that you have asked for the apartments with a 3 rooms or more.

So, there are 13 apartments with 3 rooms or more.
This combo box (the one with the “<=” symbol) is called the Criterion Type box.

· Select the symbol “=” for the Criterion type box of the “Nbr of Rooms”.

Now you see that there only 5 apartments with exactly 3 rooms.

Change again to “>=”.

Selection Criteria window
Your current criteria is “Nbr of Rooms >= 3”. You can see this in the Selectrion Criteria window because the value “3 rooms” is displayed in black, while the other values (rent, time to unil and time to center) are displayed in green.
For instance, the value for the “rent” attribute is “1380 CHF”. As it is shown in green, it means that it is only an example (actually, it corresponds to the apartment selected in the “Matching Items” window, or the first one if none is selected). By “example” we mean that this value is not used to filter out apartments: you can see in the “Matching Items” window that there are apartments of more than 1380 CHF.

So, if you would like apartments of 1380 CHF or less, you need to add this criterion:
· In the Selection criteria window, look for the attribute “rent” (it is the first one on the top). It specifies the monthly rent of the apartment.

· Click on the combo box, where “1380 CHF” is written. It appears a roll list of all the distinct values available in the database.

· Select “1380 CHF” in this roll list.

Now you can see that the values “1380 CHF” and “3 rooms” are in black.

There are only 3 apartments that fulfill your criteria (1380 CHF or less, AND 3 rooms or more).

Remove the last criterion that you added:

· On the right of the combobox where you set the value “1380 CHF” there is a “clear” button. Click on there.

Now, you have again the 13 apartments, with 3 rooms or more.
Considered Items window

At the right bottom you can temporarily place your items for latter comparison.

· Click on the second apartment present in the Matching Items window
(anywhere in the line, for instance, where it is written “1600 CHF”.

That entire apartment is now highlighted.

· Click on the “C” button at the left of the apartment.

It has been placed in the “Considered Items” window.

Adding a Yes/No criterion

Look at all the attributes in the Selection Criteria window.
At the bottom, there is one called “metro m1”. It specifies where the apartment is close to a metro m1 stop.

There are 2 possible options for this criterion: “yes” or “no”.

By default, none is selected. It means that you do not care about this attribute.
· Select “yes” for “metro m1”.

We have now only 6 apartments instead of 13. You can see them in the Matching Items window.
· Now select that you also want a kitchen. (Click “yes” for the “kitchen” attribute)
At the top of the screen it is written that there are 0 items, and you can see that there are not any apartments in the Matching Items window.
That’s it: in our database, there are not apartments with 3 rooms or more, close to a metro m1 stop and with kitchen.

You need to relax your criteria…

· Remove the criterion about “metro m1”
(click on the “clear” button on the right of the “metro m1” criterion)
Now you see that there is one apartment that satisfies your current criteria: 3 rooms or more and with kitchen.

· Put that apartment to the “Considered Items” window
(Click on the “C” button at the left of the apartment)

You also can see that the first apartment that you put in the “Considered Items” window is highlighted in a light red. This is to show that this apartment does not match your current criteria.

You can also see that there is a “no” in red, corresponding to the column “kitchen”. It means that the first apartment you considered does not match your current criteria because it does not have a kitchen.

Adding a criterion with multiple values

We are going to start from scratch.
· Click the “Reset” button, at the top, on the right of the “Selection Criteria” title.

You see that you have again all the 186 apartments.

· Select “Crissier” for the “Location” attribute
There are 6 apartments at Crissier.

· At the bottom of the combobox where you selected “Crissier”, there is now another empty combobox.
Click there and select “Ecublens VD”.

It says that there are 18 apartments that there are, either in Crissier, either in Ecublens.
· Put the first apartment in the Matching Items window to the “Considered Items” window
(Click on the “C” button at the left of the apartment)

· Select the symbol “none of” for the Criterion type box of the Location attribute.

Now the system is showing you all the apartments, excluding the ones in Crissier and Ecublens.

Again, the Considered Items window

Now you have 3 apartments in this list.
You can inspect the 3 apartments that you have considered so far.

The first one costs 1600 CHF per month. You may wish to remove it from the consideration list.

· Click at the “X” button of the first apartment in the Considered Items window.

Try yourself

· Click the “Reset” button on the Selection Criteria window
· Click the “Reset” button on the “Considered Items” window
· Look for your best apartment in this database.
When you have found your best apartment from the database:

· click on it (either in the “Matching Items” window or in the “Considered Items” window)

· and then, click on the button “Select item. End Task” at the bottom right.

End of Tutorial

This tutorial has finished.
Please continue with the instructions on the screen.
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